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Date March 7, 1991

LETTER 

This Acquisition Letter (AL) is issued by the Director, Office of 
Procurement, Assistance and Program Management, pursuant to a 
delegation from the Secretary. 

************************************************************************ 

DEAR 

919.8 

919.805-2 

TITLE 

Contracting with the Small Business 
Administration (the 8(a) Program) 

Procedures 

I. Purpose. To amend formal Source Evaluation Board (SEB) procedures
to exempt acquisitions under Section 8(a) of the Small Business Act from
the procedures.

II. Background. Section 8(b) of the Business Opportunity Development
Reform Act of 1988 provides for the use of competition in 8(a)
acquisitions when there is a reasonable expectation that at least two
8(a) firms are available to perform the work, and the work to be
performed exceeds $5 million, if for manufactured items, or $3 million
if for other types of work. The statute has been implemented by
regulations issued by the Small Business Administration at 13 CFR
124.311 and these have been further implemented at FAR 19.805.

III. Guidance. Acquisitions conducted under Section 8(a) of the Small
Business Act are exempt from application of formal Source Evaluation
Board procedures.

IV. Effective Date. This Acquisition Letter is effective immediately
upon its release.

V. Expiration Date. This Acquisition Letter will expire 30 days
following the date of publication of an implementing final rule in the
Federal Register amending the DEAR.










